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Dropoff Time: No earlier than 6:20

Pickup Time: 8:10

Please be prompt!
North Park Baptist Church

Director, Marcia Poling (647-9238)
marciapoling@sbcglobal.net

Welcome to Cubbies
First, I would like to start by saying, “Welcome to Cubbies!”  My name is Marcia Poling and I am the Cubbies Director.  Please feel free to contact me at any time.  I will be happy to answer any questions or listen to any suggestions.  

Thank you for allowing your child to participate in our AWANA Cubbies program this year!  We look forward to getting to know both you and your child.  Our program is full of fun and learning for your pre kindergarten child this year: memory verses, Bible stories, crafts, games, snacks, and puppets.  Our goal is that your child will grow in Biblical knowledge, in social skills, and (most importantly) in their love for Jesus Christ.  

Having a child in Cubbies is a time commitment for parents as well as for the child.  Without parental involvement, pre-readers have a very difficult time succeeding in Bible memorization.  They need your help with their sections, with transportation, with encouragement, with bringing snacks, with sewing on their awards, and with just about everything.   You are a very important part of our program and we are very grateful for all of your efforts!  

I understand that parents who are new to Cubbies usually have lots of questions, so I have put together this handbook as a handy little reference guide to the most common questions.  Please keep this and refer to it whenever it is needed.  

Again, thank you.  I look forward to seeing you and your Cubbie each week.  

Marcia Poling, Director

647-9238
The Basics
THE PROGRAM
AWANA Cubbies is a two year program for 3 and 4 year olds.  Although Cubbies is designed to be a two year program, children in Young 5's are also a part of Cubbies.  We do have 2 extra credit workbooks that 5 year olds can work on during  their 3rd year, if they have already finished their required handbooks.  
There are two Handbooks: Hopper and Jumper.  One year we work out of the Hopper book.  The next year we work on the Jumper book.  Everybody is in the same book at the same time.  The only difference between 3 year olds and 4 year olds is that the older clubbers are required to recite the scripture references along with the verse.
The same vest is used for both years.  Patches will be awarded for successful completion of handbook sections.  Lamb and Elephant patches should be sewn onto the “C” the first year and the “A” the second year.  Please refer to the back of the Handbook for proper placement of other patches.  (Only lamb and elephant patches should be sewn onto the “A” and the “C” of the uniform.)

AGE/MATURITY
First year Cubbies need to be at least 3 years old.  If you feel your child is ready for Cubbies and they are not quite 3 yet, we will evaluate the situation individually.

Because our club structure does not allow for the handling of diapers or accidents, we request that all Cubbies be potty trained in order to participate in Cubbies.  Please take your child to the bathroom before dropping him/her off.  This will be a big help to us!

CLUB LENGTH
6:20

Children begin arriving upstairs to begin our club night.

6:30 - 8:10
Cubbies

8:10 - 8:15
Pickup time - Please be prompt.  Most of our leaders have school aged children who need to get home and into bed ASAP.

INCLEMENT WEATHER
Any cancellations of the AWANA clubs at North Park Baptist Church will be announced on the following three stations: WCSG 91.3 FM, WOOD 1300 AM, and TV Channel 8.  If club is canceled, children will be expected to say two sections on the night that we return to club: the cancelled week’s verse and the current week’s verse.  This keeps us on schedule for completing the books by the end of the year.

SNACK
Snack time is a favorite amongst the children.  The snack schedule is developed to reinforce the weekly lesson.  Therefore, we ask that all parents sign up to bring snack at least once during the year.  We will be sending home a reminder card a week or two before your scheduled club night.  However, things do come up some weeks that hinder that so please remember to write down your club night on your home calendar.  

It is imperative that what is on the list is exactly what is brought!!  Occasionally, what is asked for will be the craft for the night so we need those exact pieces.  If anything is unclear, talk to me and we’ll work it out.  Please package snacks individually (whenever possible) in Ziploc bags for easy distribution and clean up.

If we have a night when club is canceled, the snack for that night is also canceled.  We move on to the next week’s lesson and snack the following week.  Please do not bring the canceled night’s snack on the following Wednesday.  

SIGN IN/SIGN OUT SHEET
Here at North Park, we strive to keep our clubs as safe as possible.  One of the ways that we do this is by having a “sign in/sign out” sheet.  Every week this will be available for signing your child into our club.  There is also a place for you to list who is responsible for picking up your child at the end of the club.  If someone comes to get your Cubbie who is not on the list (this includes older siblings), we will not be able to release your child to them.  The same is true if you left this area blank.  We will only be able to release your child to you (the parents).

Also on the “sign in/ sign out” sheet, there is a column that asks if your child attended Sunday School the previous week.  If your child attended any Bible believing church’s Sunday School or children’s church service on the previous Sunday, you may check this box.  If your child misses no more than 2 weeks of Sunday School per semester, he/she will receive a special patch.

CUBBIE POCKETS
There are red Cubbie pockets in the hallway upstairs.  Each child will have his/her own pocket with his/her name and picture on it.  These hold papers, bags, handbooks, crafts, and other personal property.  At the close of each night, please take everything in your child’s pocket home.  Please reach deep down into the pockets for papers and small items from the night.  The handbooks will be placed back into the pockets by the end of the night.  

CLUB CALENDAR
I have put together an annual club calendar for your convenience.  On this schedule is a list of themes, verses, Bible stories, and snacks for each night.  It is divided into the first half and the last half of the club year.  Occasionally, we have special activities added to the calendar (i.e. roller skating, Christmas caroling, puppet shows, etc.).  These changes will be announced in written form and placed into your child’s Cubbie pocket.

Curriculum
BEAR HUG BROCHURE
The first week or two of club will be devoted to working with the children to complete an entrance brochure.  This must be completed before your child can receive his/her uniform, handbook, or trail patch.  All new and returning cubbies go through this brochure each year.  

There are four items that your child will need to learn/review in order to pass the entrance booklet and receive their handbook:


The Cubbies Key Verse: 1 John 4:10 “...God... loved us and sent His Son...”,


The Cubbies Motto: “Jesus loves me,”


The “A” Verse: “All have sinned...” Rom. 3:23, and


The “C” Verse: “...While we were... sinners, Christ died for us.” Rom. 5:8.

Within all the materials, there is a line for the parent and the leader to sign and date each section.  When your Cubbie is ready to pass a section, you sign the “parent’s signature” line.  Your child’s leader will then listen to your child recite that same section in club and sign the “leader’s signature” line.  At the completion of each section, your child will receive a sticker signifying that they have passed this off.  Stickers are a big incentive for this age group and they work hard to receive them!  You will notice stickers and stamps throughout our entire program.  It’s a fun way to motivate and reward these little ones for their hard work.  

Once the Brochure is completed you do not need to bring it back to club with you.  The night the last section is passed in the brochure, your child will receive his/her handbook, if you have purchased one.

HANDBOOK AND AWARDS
The handbook should be brought to club every week.  It has 24 Bear Hug lessons (these will be referred to as BH).  It also has 6 Special Day sections (SD) that are found at the end of the book.  The SD sections are extra credit.  If we are on a SD night and your child has BH makeup sections, the BH sections should be worked on first.  

In each section, there is a story that you will need to read to your child about Cubbie Bear and his friends: Ern E. Elephant, Luv E. Lamb, Zip E. Zebra, and Gigi Giraffe.  Then as you turn the page, there is the scripture and lesson for what’s being taught that week.  It really helps to get these little guys and gals thinking about the meaning of the verses they are memorizing!  The verse and signature lines are on the following page.

Your child is allowed up to two helps per verse.  The second year cubbies (4 & 5 year olds) will need to include the scripture reference in their recitation.  All cubbies will work from the same Bear Hug lesson and verse each week.  If your child has make-up verses from previous weeks, please attach a note to the handbook so that your child’s leader will know which sections your child is prepared to pass.
Under the Apple Tree: These sections are for those cubbies who are able to do a little more in their handbooks.  The apples in the tree are for being able to recite previous verses.  If your child is able to say these review verses, he/she is rewarded with apple stickers.  (There is also some type of fun little project that helps to develop the lesson even further.)

The first patch awarded is the Trail Patch.  Then after two more sections, your child will receive their first Luv E. Lamb Patch.  After two more sections, he/she will receive their first Ern E. Elephant patch.  After these first initial patches are awarded, your child should receive an award after every 3 sections passed (usually every 3 weeks).  We will give out their patches at the end of the night.  The patches will be placed in a pocket in the front of their handbook.  Please be sure to look for them.

Club Night Schedule
Below you will find a quick list of our weekly routine and the names that we call each activity.  There is a more detailed explanation of each activity that follows.  

Opening



6:30 - 6:50

Games




6:50 - 7:10

Handbook and Craft Time

7:10 - 7:30

Puppet and Story Time

7:30 - 7:55


Snack Time



7:55 - 8:05

Going Home/Fun Activity

8:05 - 8:15

OPENING
Cubbies meet in the game room and are seated by teams.  Here we do our pledges to the American flag and the AWANA flag.  We will also sing our Cubbies theme song and recite our verse.  I usually introduce the theme for the night and explain the meaning of the verse.  This is the time to recognize birthdays.  If your child’s birthday falls outside of the club year, we celebrate “half birthdays” (6 months from their real birthday). 

GAME TIME
The games are geared to reinforce the theme for the night.  For example, if we have a lesson about being kind, there might be a game involving pairing up with a friend and being kind.  All Cubbie’s games are non-competitive.  We try to just let the kids have fun, fun, fun... and get a lot of energy out!!
 HANDBOOK AND CRAFT TIME
After games, the Cubbies follow their leaders to their individual rooms and recite their verse(s).

Cubbie crafts are usually pages to color, glue, add glitter, etc.  These crafts relate directly to the Bible story which comes next in our evening.

PUPPETS AND STORY TIME
Every week we have an appearance from our favorite bear (Cubbie) and his friends.  The puppets share their perspective on what will soon be coming up in the lesson and encourage a great deal of enthusiasm from the Cubbies!  The kids really love their puppet time!

Next, is the story time.  We recite the verse again and hear a lesson from God’s Word.  The Bible story follows the night’s theme and ties the entire night all together.  The opportunity to share our love for Jesus, and the Bible, with your child is what Cubbies is all about.  That is why we are here.  It is great to see small children listening to these stories and see them begin to understand what it means for them! 

After the story, we usually sing a few songs.  



SNACK
A true highlight of the Cubbies night is snacks!!  (At least from their perspective.)  Snacks are given out every club night.  Even our snacks reinforce the theme. (If your child has an allergy/intolerance to food products, please list them on the Registration Form.)
Conclusion
Our greatest hope, as leaders, is that your child will grow up loving and serving Jesus Christ as his/her personal savior.  We try to help the children understand and accept what He did for them on the cross so that they will choose to love Him for themselves.  We also hope that you (their parents) may come to know Jesus as your savior as well (if you don’t already).  Please let us know if we can help you or your child in any way.  

Cubbies is a great program.  I am sure that your child will grow and learn a lot from their involvement in it.  

We are looking forward to a great year and to seeing you and your child every Wednesday!!!
